. In addition to the induction of EMT, several Snail family members and ces-1, the scratch homologue in C. elegans, have been implicated in conferring resistance to cell death (Thelmann et al., 2003; Vega et al., 2004; Wu et al., 2005) . Therefore, we wondered whether survival could be an ancestral function associated with the family, and focussed on the possible role of scratch genes in promoting neuronal survival in vertebrates, using zebrafish as a model organism. We found that, indeed, scratch2 is upregulated upon DNA damage and protects neurons from apoptosis antagonizing p53 activity. 
